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Introduction 

In this modern-day world, we are more aware of the situation of police brutality than ever. 

However, this controversy surrounding police brutality is not a new idea, dating back to the 1800s. 

Nevertheless, it has been a topic of conversation in recent years, with related cases popping up in the 

news regularly. This has led to the loss of trust by members of the community—trust in officers that are 

needed to be effective in their job. Following the viciousness, civilians are less and less likely to comply 

with law enforcement in events such as investigations or even acts as simple as reporting a crime. 

Widespread mistreatment of civilians exists in most countries, even those that work to prosecute it. 

Police brutality may involve physical force but never reaching death under custody; nevertheless, this act 

is usually referred to as the use of excessive and/or unnecessary force by law enforcement officers when 

dealing with civilians. 

 

Police brutality is often directed towards those of a minority in any given nation. In Hong Kong, 

the recent demonstrations by the students of Hong Kong have caused a backlash from the mainland 

resulting in clashes between law enforcement and activists. With the conflicts escalating, police have 

begun firing live bullets at the protesters.  
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Definition of Key Terms 

Racial Profiling 

Racial profiling refers to the discriminatory practices carried out by law enforcement officials in targeting 

individuals for the suspicion of a crime based on the individual's race, ethnicity, religion, gender or 

national origin. 

Minority 

Any group of people who, because of their physical or cultural characteristics, are singled out from the 

others in the society in which they live for differential and unequal treatment, and who therefore regard 

themselves as objects of collective discrimination. 

Ethnicity 
Ethnicity is a term that describes the shared  culture, practices, values, and beliefs of a group. This may 

include a shared language, religion, or tradition. 

Race 

Race as a social construct: Race is not biological as there is no gene or cluster of genes that belong 

exclusively to one race or another. Therefore, the race is an idea created by our society in order to 

categorize individuals. 

Race as a category: A race is a grouping of humans based on shared physical or social qualities into 

categories generally viewed as distinct by society. Implying that there are unifying characteristics or traits 

in each race that we can identify members of each race by.  

Excessive Force 

Refers to situations where government officials use the levels force that exceed the minimum amount 

necessary to diffuse an incident. 

Hate Crime 

A crime, typically involved with violence towards another group or individual on the basis of sexual 

orientation, gender identity, race, religion or ethnicity. 

Police Accountability 

This involves holding both individual officers, as well as law enforcement agencies responsible for 

effectively delivering the basic services of crime control while maintaining order with the duty of treating 

individuals fairly and within the bounds of the law.  
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History 

Throughout history, those belonging to a lower socioeconomic status and those who are socially 

marginalized were the ones subjected to the most brutality by law enforcement. Worker strikes in the late 

1800s and early 1900s as a result of the industrial revolution lead to consequences for the workers. This 

defiance leads to oppression commenced by the police force, brutalizing and arresting civilians without 

cause.  

Traditionally, a time of change from communist states to democracies is shown to have lessened 

police brutality in the long run. Before and during these political transitions, police brutality is rampant as 

illustrated in the cases of Poland, Finland, and Indonesia.  

The social concept of race has also changed over time. This has and will affect how certain 

groups of people were treated. It’s worth noting that race is also a system of labeling that provides a 

source of identity; specific labels fall in and out of favor during different social eras. During the time 

around World War II, the race was an extremely private issue. Semitic people of Levantine origins were 

not white even if they are European and would be considered white by today's standards. Back then, the 

Semitic people were treated cruelly due to their origins. Though this discrimination is not a textbook 

definition of police brutality, it still shows how race is an ever-changing concept and how the treatment of 

that specific race by authority goes with it.  

 

Figure 1: A global map of current signatories and ratifications of 18 human rights treaties  

 

Key Issues 
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Police brutality throughout the world is a systemic issue rooted in government rather than the 

people. This means that police brutality is all the harder to solve as this systematic issue has bled into 

everyday life as a result of stereotypes and such.  

Many departments don’t provide adequate training in nonviolent solutions. This causes law 

enforcement officers to resort to violence and escalate physical confrontation in scenarios that are not 

necessary. Such inadequate training has lead to a sense of distrust in both the federal and state 

governments in nations. As a result, civilians would be less likely to cooperate with law enforcement or 

even report unjust crimes for fear of being physically violated.  

The root of police brutality is a combination of racial and ethnic stereotypes. Biased, 

non-standard training in the police force in addition to the culture of the specific area can lead to police 

officers consciously or even unconsciously discriminating against those of a specific, race, religion or 

ethnicity. This discrimination can be harmful or even in extreme cases, lethal, as police officers are 

inclined to use violence in such cases.  

Corruption and drug wars also play a key role in police brutality. When everything in a country 

seems out of control, violent, bloody, and brutal, police officers may attempt to assert dominance by 

using extreme tactics. 

Officers of the law should be the people we turn to in times of need. However, in the modern-day, 

it is simply not the case with the various causes of violence escalating in the hands of the people who 

should be alleviating it. This sense of distrust, as well as the systematic structure of law enforcement, are 

only some of the key issues that need to be addressed and tackled.  

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

USA 

In the United States, the great majority of victims have been African American and Latin Americans. In 

the estimation of most experts, a key factor explaining the predominance of African Americans among 

victims of police brutality is due to racism among members of mostly white police departments. Most 

victims of police brutality, including not only African Americans but also of other ethnic groups, have 

come from the ranks of the poor and low-income working classes. Thus, they have lacked significant 

political influence or the financial resources that are necessary to effectively publicize complaints of 

police brutality. In addition, there is no accountability in the United States as 99% of officers involved in 

crimes have not been convicted.  
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China 

Regarding more recent events, China has continued to defend its stance on supporting the Hong Kong 

government amid widespread protests as a video emerged of local police appearing to beat a detained 

man. On September 5, China’s Ministry of Public Security (MPS) released a draft regulation, vowing to 

protect the authority of China’s police. According to the draft, those who defy the police’s authority should 

be punished according to laws or regulations. Additionally, the draft stipulates that if a police officer, 

while performing his or her duty, causes damage to the legitimate interests of citizens, legal persons, or 

other organizations, the individual police officer shall not bear legal responsibility.  

Philippines 

Due to the rampant drug war in the Philippines, police officers have begun taking the issue of the drug 

war and alleviating such into their own hands. This has caused multiple teenagers and innocent civilians 

to be killed. The suspicion of carrying, using, and dealing drugs is enough to warrant an arbitrary drug 

sentence by law enforcement officers. Nevertheless, some of the officers who have committed such acts 

were sentenced to jail time but the corrupt system of the Philippine government remains a central 

problem. 

 

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties, and Events 

Date Description of Event 
7 September 1923 The Creation/ Establishment of INTERPOL 

10 December 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights was created 

23 March 1976 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights entered into force 

17 December 1979 Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials  

1996 International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement of Geneva was 
created 

12 February 2002 International Code of Conduct for Public Officials  

2005 
Frank Jude was hospitalized after being viciously beaten by several off-duty 
Milwaukee police officers during an alleged attempt to steal one of the 
policemen’s wallets and badge 

9 October 2005 Robert Davis was arrested and brutally beaten by police on suspicion of public 
intoxication. 

2006 Kathryn Johnston, a 92-year-old woman, was killed in a botched drug raid by 
two Atlanta police 

2019 
The Hong Kong protests against China’s extradition bill escalates as the Hong 
Kong police are shown displaying an alarming amount of violence towards the 
protestors. 
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events  

● International Code of Conduct for Public Officials, 12 February 2002 
● Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December 1948 
● International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, 21 December 

1965 
● International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 23 March 1976  
● Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials, 17 December 1979  
● Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials conference, 7 

September 1990 
● International Code of Conduct for Public Officials  12 February 2002 

 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

One previous attempt by nations such as Mexico and Colombia is the stop of mass 

criminalization. The logic behind it is, the less we criminalize, the less animosity civilians will feel towards 

the police in addition to the police having less to act on which would in theory greatly reduce the amount 

of violence that is used. Other than that, certain  European Nations such as Sweden have banned the 

use and carrying of firearms by police. This has greatly alleviated the number of deaths by police in the 

nations that have implemented such measures.  

Possible Solutions 

1. External Oversight Committees 

● The External Oversight Committee will work to ensure that there is an impartial judgment 

for both the police and the victims in the event that if police misconduct has taken place. 

One way to ensure impartiality would be the civilian police oversight agency, which 

consists of a body of citizens dedicated to reviewing and improving police officer conduct. 

This form of police accountability often gives the broader non-police community a medium 

to voice concerns and provide criticism of law enforcement operations. 

2. Establish a “Use of Force Standard” 

● Use of force continuum is a standard that provides law enforcement officers and civilians 

with guidelines as to how much force may be used against a resisting subject in a given 

situation. Some agencies may separate some of the hand-to-hand based use of force but, 

each nation should either individually or internationally establish a standard in which the 

officers are to abide by. This standard will bring structure and allow officers around the 

world to be held accountable for their actions. 
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3. Ban Racial Policing 

● Bias in policing can be intentional or unintentional, but citizens currently have almost no 

recourse if they submit allegations of such conduct. Countries should provide avenues 

through which private citizens can take the police to court when they believe they've been 

profiled. The term "bias" itself should also span a wide array of categories — race, 

gender, immigration status, housing status, disability, HIV status and more. And 

allegations of bias should be incorporated in an officer's evaluation process, which would 

determine whether they are fit for the force. 

4. Train the police to be members of the community, not just armed patrolmen 

● Police are often trained to handle the rough situations: people with guns, knives,  car 

chases and foot pursuits. On average, a new recruit spends about 60 hours learning how 

to handle a gun. Yet new recruits only get 8 hours of training regarding how to properly 

diffuse a situation while handling the mentally ill. This is why we need to teach these law 

enforcement officers on how to properly diffuse situations before they are allowed on the 

force as to prevent unnecessary escalation of conflicts.  
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I. Solutions to Police Brutality 
https://www.joincampaignzero.org/#research 

II. Useful resource on nontreaty laws regarding police and human rights around the world: 
https://policehumanrightsresources.org/international-legal-documents/non-treaty-law 

III. Map of police brutality in the United States with visual aid of help statistics 
https://mappingpoliceviolence.org/ 
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