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Introduction 

Although the situation in Libya is technically considered a domestic conflict, its severity has brought 

dramatic influence towards the international community. From an ongoing civil war to foreign 

interventions and an unstable economy, the country has ultimately driven into a state of chaos ever since 

Muammar Gaddafi, ruler of Libya from 1969, was imprisoned by Misrata militias and accused for his war 

crimes. In April 2019, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres made a visit to Tripoli, the capital of Libya, 

in an attempt to forge a political consensus that seeks to end the instability in the region. Yet, despite the 

UN’s efforts, UN Spokesperson Stephane Dujarric reported an “increased use of artillery and airstrikes” 

as Khalifa Haftar, commander of the Libyan National Army (LNA), advances his army to the outskirts of 

Tripoli. 

In addition to Libya’s political instability, its economy has also compelled countries to become more 

involved in the crisis. With some of the largest oil reserves in Africa, Libya has received much attention in 

the energy market. According to a 2019 publication by the World Bank, the “GDP growth [in Libya] will be 

negative in 2020 (minus 0.6%) and stabilize around 1.4% over 2021-22, resulting in a GDP per capita at 

61% of its 2010 level” if the open war for power continues to persist in Libya. Along with disinflation and 

budget deficits, Libya’s failing economy would significantly affect people within and out of the country. 

While the Security Council focuses more on safeguarding peace and addressing political reforms in the 

country, it is important to consider the economic impacts in Libya as well.  

Finally, amidst the turmoil in Libya, the region has also become an ideal location for terrorist 

campaigns. With the availability of weapons, ungoverned territories, and uncontrolled borders, many 

jihadist groups such as ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant) have gained influence in the area 

despite being forced into the defensive back in Syria and Iraq, potentially causing the flow of terrorists to 

shift towards Libya.  

 

Chair Report | Page 1 of 14 



Taiwan Model United Nations 2020 | XVIII Annual Session 
 

Definition of Key Terms 

Civil war 

A civil war is a war or political conflict amongst factions or citizens in a country. The first Libyan 

Revolution that began in February 15, 2011 was a civil war between the Socialist People's Libyan Arab 

Jamahiriya under Muammar Gaddafi and National Transitional Council. The second civil war that began 

on May 16, 2014, on the other hand, is an ongoing conflict between the Tobruk government (House of 

Representatives) and the GNC government under the High Council of State. Given the current state, the 

internal conflict in Libya has since then become a complex war not only concerning political parties in the 

Libyan government, but also foreign independent Islamic groups as well as the international community. 

Jihadism 

Otherwise known as the jihadist movement, jihadism refers to militarily-aggressive actions that 

aim to “restore” Islamic principles. Such term revolves around much controversy for not only it’s lack of a 

clear definition, but also its misuage in the Muslim community through associating a “noble religion” with 

illegitamate violence. Jihadist groups can vary in their objectives, ranging from modifying the political or 

legislature structure of a state to establishing autonomy in a non-Muslim territory. Aside from the civil war 

in Libya, militant Islamic terrorist groups such as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant in Libya (ISIL) 

have established influence over areas such as the Fezzan, Cyrenaica, and Tripolitania Provinces. 

Tripoli 

Tripoli is the capital of Libya. Currently, Tripoli is         

ruled by the Government of National Accord (GNA),        

recognized by the UN Security Council as the sole         

legitimate government in Libya under the Libyan Political        

Agreement (LPA) in 2015. Though it is the largest city in           

Libya with over a million residents as of 2018, the city has            

continued to receive pressure from the LNA. This is         

evident from the launched offensive in April 2019 led by          

Haftar, which has resulted in over 2,200 deaths.  

                   Figure 1: A political map of Libya 
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History 

Libya under King Idris 

After the end of World War II, the UN General Assembly passed a resolution on November 21, 

1949 calling for the establishment of Libya as an independent sovereign state. The resolution called for 

the unification of Cyrenaica, Tripolitania, and Fezzan, and appointed Idris, a political and religious leader, 

as the ruler. Although Idris was initially reluctant to take on the position, both the Libyans and especially 

the US agreed to the establishment to rule out Soviet influence during the Cold War.  

During King Idris’s reign, Libya received tremendous support from the US after receiving over 

$100 million by the end of 1959, becoming the biggest per capita recipient of US aid. Many foreign 

companies were soon attracted to Libya’s oil industry with a rapidly growing market in Western Europe. 

Despite the fact that oil today remains as one of Libya’s key resources, unrest soon broke out when Idris 

decided to spend the money earned from the oil on supporting the monarchy rather than improving the 

long-term economy of the country. The newly drafted constitution had also given Idris a significant 

amount of power, with reports of political scandals and corruption during this era. According to historian 

Dirk Vandewalle, Idris "showed no real interest in ruling the three provinces as a unified political 

community". Naturally, an emerging group of rebels would soon attempt to overthrow the monarchy. 

Overthrow of Idris’s Monarchy and the Rise of Gaddafi’s regime 

While Idris was receiving medical treatment in Turkey in 1969, a coup d’etat was launched under 

a group of Libyan Army officers under Muammar Gaddafi. The overthrow of the monarchy became 

known as the Libyan Revolution. However, rather than ruling peacefully, the country would soon fall into 

chaos as Gaddafi attempted to suspend all laws and implement the Sharia into the constitution. Those 

who opposed Gaddafi were publicly executed, and Amnesty International reports that 25 assassinations 

were held in the 1980s.  

In 1977, Gaddafi renamed Libya to the “Great Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.” and 

transferred his power to the General People’s Committee, though critics claim that Gaddafi still had 

tremendous power. During this time, Libya was also accused of the 1988 Pan Am Flight 103 as well as 

the 1989 UTA Flight 772 bombing, and was ultimately placed under UN sanctions in 1992. 

Though Gaddafi essentially ruled Libya under a dictatorship, the economy of Libya had actually 

drastically improved. Per capita income had risen to over $11,000 during the 1980s, and the Human 

Development Index (HDI) had grown to the highest in Africa, all without any foreign loans. Libya’s literacy 

rate had also skyrocketed 10% to 90%, with an established welfare system consisting of free education 

as well as more employment opportunities for migrant workers.  
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Figure 2: Map of oil refineries in Libya 

The First Libyan Civil War 

Under Gaddafi, Libya was ruled as a regime until 2011, when a large-scale revolt broke out 

between Gaddafi’s forces and the rebels on February 17, 2011. To administer the areas under control, 

Gaddafi established the National Transitional Council (NTC). However, within a month of conflict, Libya’s 

territories were divided between the rebels centered around the ports of Benghazi, whereas Gaddafi’s 

government remained in Tripoli. Gaddafi threatened to destroy the protestors and immediately alarmed 

the international community when the UN, the US, and several other countries imposed sanctions on 

Libya. On March 17, 2011, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 1973 and sanctioned the 

establishment of a no fly zone. Later, the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest warrant for 

Gaddafi. Although he was never detained, the case against Gaddafi was terminated following his death 

in the Battle of Sirte. Though there lacked clear evidence for the events right before Gaddafi’s death, 

Gaddafi was later surrounded by a group of rebels as he took refuge in a large drainage pipe before he 

was shot to death. The NTC also announced that his son was killed on the same day. During the civil 

war, at least 30,000 people were killed. 

On October 23, 2011, Libya was declared to have been “liberated” from Gaddafi’s regime. 

Mahmoud Jibril, the de facto head of the NTC during the civil war, announced that an interim government 

was to be created with an election for a constitutional assembly within eight months. While tensions 

seemed to have been relieved, small-scaled unrest persisted throughout Libya between the NTC and 

former loyalists.  
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 Post civil-war and the formation of the GNA 

In early 2012, a group of protestors attempted to break into the NTC headquarters in Benghazi, 

demanding for more governmental transparency and the removal of government officials during 

Gaddafi’s reign. Finally, in a ceremony on August 8, the NTC decided to formally transfer their power to 

the General National Congress (GNC) after an election by popular vote. This event was marked as one 

of Libya’s first peaceful transition of power through its long history. 

In 2014, a newly elected House of Representatives (HoR) replaced the GNC. However, dissent 

amongst the government prevailed, and the Libya government had and has today yet to achieve unity. 

Many citizens in Libya still had security concerns in the country followed by the assassination of US 

ambassador to Libya by Ansar al-Sharia and the kidnapping of Prime Minster Ali Zeidan by the Libya 

Revolutionaries Operations Room (LROR). Even the GNC’s electoral mandate had expired, more unrest 

broke out when the GNC unilaterally voted to extend their mandate by another year.  

In light of this, both members from the HoR and the GNC finally sat down in 2015 and signed a 

UN-sponsored political agreement known as the Libyan Political Agreement, creating a Presidency 

Council and the Government of National Accord (GNA). A State Council was also created, with members 

nominated by the New GNC.  

The Second Libyan Civil War and the situation today 

On May 25, 2014, General Khalifa Haftar under the Libyan National Army (LNA) launched 

Operation Dignity against the GNC. With Tripoli under control by the new GNC, the HoR was relocated 

to Tobruk. Fighting lasted for a year until January 2015, when both parties agreed on a ceasefire. 

However, as of then, over 4,000 people had been killed from the fighting, oil revenues had dropped by 

90%, and nearly a third of the people in the country have fled the country as refugees. The United 

Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) also reported that children suffered from war-torn conditions. 

Today, the situation in Libya remains far from being resolved. Even when the UN had attempted 

to establish political agreements in Tripoli, Haftar’s army remains dominant in the region and has not 

expressed any desire to cooperate. In addition, many terrorist groups have also reportedly conducted 

attacks and bombings in the region, putting even more civilians at risk. The conflict has also escalated 

into a proxy war, where countries like the UAE, Egypt, and Russia have supported the LNA with military 

equipment. Although the GNA is currently recognized by the UN as Libya’s legitimate government, the 

GNA’s lack of influence in Libya proves that the issue must be immediately addressed by the 

international community. 
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Key Issues 

Political instability 

One main key issue that revolves around the issue in its entirety is the unstable nature of Libya’s 

government. As the current political map of Libya indicates, Haftar and his LNA forces dominate a 

significant portion of Libya, while the internationally-recognized government can barely hold onto Tripoli. 

As a result of this, the lack of unity in Libya’s government renders the situation difficult for the country to 

make proper political reforms in hopes of resolving the conflict. According to a report in December 2019 

from the International Peace Institute by Nate Mason, “a speaker [at a conference on the situation in 

Libya] declared that all parties involved agree that political decentralization is the way forward in the 

country.” The paper also addresses that given there is no military solution in the country’s current state, 

“decentralization and exchange rate and subsidy reform constitute the best way forward.” Regardless, no 

matter how much Haftar would continue to push his army, the international community has struggled to 

push for feasible solutions that can effectively intervene the situation in Libya. 

Proxy war 

As much as the UN and the international community wish to help resolve the crisis in Libya, the 

rivalry between the two government factions in Libya have also resulted in a growing proxy war, where 

countries have chosen to side with either parties due to differing stances on how Libya should be ruled. 

For instance, countries like Russia have expressed strong views towards re-establishing a durable 

regime in Libya, therefore providing support for Haftar’s army. On the contrary, countries like the US 

have aligned views with the GNA as Libya’s legitimate government, carrying out three airstrikes to help 

local groups combat Islamic State terrorists. While many countries (if not all) have seemingly advocated 

for a “settlement” between the HoR and the GNA in Libya, they have also at the same time supported 

either side by supplying them with arms and supplies, which convolutes the issue in its entirety.  

Terrorism 

While much attention has certainly been directed towards resolving the political disputes in Libya, 

all parties in and out of Libya continue to face the same persisting issue: terrorism. As Libya struggles to 

achieve unity in its government, the country has continued to attract numerous terrorist groups that seek 

to establish their own autonomy in the region. From conducting attacks to both LNA and GNA troops to 

putting the lives of innocent civilians at stake, terrorist groups such as Al-Qaeda, Ansar al-Sharia, and in 

particular the Islamic State have sought for more dominance in the region concurrent to their 

deterioration in places such as Syria. As Wolfgang Pusztai suggests in his 2015 report from the Institute 

for International Political Studies (ISPI), the instability in Libya have allowed these terrorist groups to 
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prevail while offering numerous benefits to these terrorist groups such as access to oil reserves to 

control the economy and Libya’s proximity to European countries.  

On February 20, 2015, three bombs were detonated at a petrol station, police station, and home 

of politician Aguilar Asseh Issa in Al Qubbah, a city in Libya. At least forty people were killed in the 

attacks, with responsibility claimed by ISIS. Similarly, On January 7, 2016, a truck armed with bombs 

was detonated in the coastal town of Zliten in Libya, resulting in the death of over 60 police officers and 

200 wounded. ISIS also claimed responsibility for the attack.  

Internally displaced peoples (IDPs) and the refugee crisis 

According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), around 200,000 people were 

internally displaced as of October in 2018. After being forcibly displaced in 2011, residents of Tawergha, 

a town in Libya, were accused of committing crimes for being alleged Gaddafi supporters, resulting in the 

Misrata armed groups burning, looting, and ransacking the town. Simultaneously, the ongoing conflict in 

eastern Libya have continued to displace thousands of citizens, only to be detained or attacked by the 

LNA after being accused of being terrorists.  

At the same time, Libya has also become a major hub for refugees and asylum seekers. The UN 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) claims that over 1000 migrants died or went missing 

crossing the Mediterranean route to Europe. The IOM also reports that there are almost 700,000 

migrants in Libya, of whom at least 60,000 of them are children. It is also important to note that Libya is 

not a party to the 1951 Refugee Convention, placing thousands of migrants at risk with no proper 

refugee law or procedure. While the European Union has supplied coastal Libyan guards with training 

and equipment to help asylum-seekers, many of these migrants are often captured and detained, 

suffering inhumane conditions such as beatings, sexual violence, forced labor, and the lack of access to 

essential living supplies. 

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

Libyan Government of National Accord (GNA) 

The Government of National Accord (GNA) is a provisional government in Libya led by Fayez 

al-Serraj established under the Libyan Political Agreement signed in 2015. Currently, as of 2019, the 

GNA is recognized by the UN as the sole legitimate government of Libya. However, despite its 

recognition and early attempts to unify Libya, the GNA was later opposed by the GNC and eventually the 
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HoR, where the LNA immediately launched a counterattack and demanded new elections to be held in 

early 2018.  

United States of America (USA) 

Similar to the UN, the US has continued to recognize the GNA as the legitimate government of 

Libya. According to a US senior state department official, the US is very concerned about the military 

intensification but has chosen not to take sides in the conflict and is trying to talk to the parties involved 

in the region. The US had warned countries not to send weapons to Libya as they believe it would only 

create a “bloodier conflict.” However, the US is in fact opposed to terrorist groups such as ISIS, and have 

used such justification to launch an airstrike campaign which was proved successful. Carried out by the 

US Africa Command (AFRICOM) in conjunction with the GNA, these airstrikes have precisely been able 

to target members associated with ISIS. The US has also deployed special forces in the area, but they 

are designated to combat terrorist groups in the region. Historically, the US had cut ties with Libya under 

Gaddafi’s regime, having established a no-fly zone in the region and imposed airstrikes against 

pro-Gaddafi forces. 

Turkey 

While Libya and Turkey maintained friendly relations prior to Gaddafi’s regime as both countries 

are dominantly Muslims, Turkey was one of the first countries to cut ties in Libya after Gaddafi openly 

stated support for the Kurdish movement. Today, however, Turkey remains a key supporter of the GNA 

and have transported weapons and ammunition to the government in Tripoli. Turkey has received harsh 

backlash from Haftar’s forces which have seized Turkish ships armed with supplies. Recently, on 

January 2, 2020, Turkey approved a bill to deploy more troops into Libya to support the GNA in Tripoli, 

though after talks with Russia, the two countries urged all parties to establish a ceasefire on January 12.  

Libyan House of Representatives (HoR) 

The House of Representatives (HoR) is legislative body in Libya that is currently the main rival 

faction to the GNA. The HoR was elected in June 2014 to replace the previous GNC. The Libyan 

Supreme Constitutional Court ruled the elections as unconstitutional and called the HoR to dissolve, but 

the ruling was rejected by the HoR claiming that the ruling was forcibly made with the presence of armed 

militias.  After the Second Libyan War, the HoR relocated to Tobruk, hence its association as the “Tobruk 

government.” The HoR is also aligned with Haftar’s LNA, which have taken control of a significant portion 

of Libya.  

United Arab Emirates (UAE)  
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The UAE has openly supported Haftar’s forces with military aid including anti-aircraft missiles and 

the Pantsir Defence System S1 to combat fighter jets sent by the GNA. The UN had accused the UAE 

for violating an arms embargo on Libya, despite the UAE ambassador to the UN Lana Nusseibeh 

claiming that the UAE was “firmly committed to complying with its obligations under the Libya sanctions 

regime and all relevant Security Council resolutions.” With access to modern air strike weapons supplied 

by the UAE and Egypt, Haftar’s forces have since then continued to launch aggressive military 

campaigns against the GNA.  

Russian Federation 

Russia, another foreign country, has also expressed support for Haftar’s army and the Tobruk 

government. Reports have indicated that Russian mercenaries deployed by the Wagner group are 

helping Haftar’s army gain control of Libya. Haftar had also visited Moscow several times in previous 

years, where he had reportedly also met with military officials and discussed weapon contracts.  

 

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 

Date Description of Event 

December 24, 1951  

King Idris rules Libya as a unitary state after the UN General Assembly calls for 
the independence of Libya. During his reign, oil was discovered and the 
industry achieved rapid economic growth, though opposition began to arise 
due to corruption in the government  

September 1, 1969 

Muammar Gaddafi, who later becomes the Revolutionary Chairman of the 
Libyan Arab Republic, overthrows King Idris in a coup d’etat. Under Gaddafi’s 
power, he attempts to introduce state socialism by nationalising the oil industry. 

1977 
Colonel Gaddafi announces a “people’s revolution,” changing the country’s 
official name to the Great Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

1988 - 1992 

A Pan Am transatlantic flight is blown up over the Scottish town of Lockerbie, 
with arrest warrants issued to two Libyan nationals. Gaddafi claims 
responsibility and turns in the two suspects after being sanctioned by the UN. 

March 14, 2002 
One of the Libyan suspects, Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed al-Megrahi, is sentenced 
to life imprisonment while the other was found not guilty.  

February 2011 

Violent uprisings occur in Benghazi, Libya. Conflict escalates as fighting breaks 
out between anti-Gaddafi rebels and security forces. The National Transitional 
Council (NTC) was formed and announced to be the “only legitimate body 
representing the people of Libya and the Libyan state.” 

August 2011 Gaddafi goes into hiding after the rebels take over Tripoli. 

October 20, 2011 
Gaddafi is captured and killed by the Misrata militia. The NTC announces that 
Libya is “liberated” and plans to hold an election within eight months.  
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August 8, 2012 The NTC formally transfers power to the GNC 

February 7, 2014 

Protests prevail as the GNCs mandate expires and refuses to disband. The 
GNC was forced to organize an election for a new HoR. The HoR refuses to 
take office from the GNC in Tripoli and instead establishes a parliament in 
Tobruk.  

May 16, 2014 
The Council of Deputies appoints Khalifa Haftar as the commander of the LNA 
under the HoR, launching Operation Dignity against the GNC. 

December 17, 2015 

The Libyan Political Agreement (LPA) is signed between the HoR and the 
GNC. Under the agreement, the GNA is formed is formed while the HoR exists 
as a separate legislature  

April 1, 2016 
The GNC announces its dissolution and is replaced by the High Council of 
State. The UN-backed GNA arrives and takes control of Tripoli. 

September 2016 Haftar seizes key oil exports with help from the LNA 

September 2018 
The GNA declares a state of emergency in Tripoli as Haftar’s army continues 
to gain influence in the region and clashes occur between rival militia groups 

April 2019 The LNA makes its way towards Tripoli, attempting to take over the region. 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events  

● UN Security Council Resolution 1970, 26 February 2011 (S/RES/1970) 

● UN Security Council Resolution 2009, 16 September 2011 (S/RES/2009) 

● UN Security Council Resolution 2017, 31 October 2011 (S/RES/2017) 

● Libyan Political Agreement (LPA), 17 December 2015 

● Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, 28 July 1951 

 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

The Libyan peace process 

To ameliorate the conflict in Libya, one plan of action enforced by Libya was the Libyan peace 

process, which consists of a series of meetings and established framework between all parties of the 

conflict. These include the 2015 Skhirat agreement, the 2019 Libyan National Conference, and the 

three-point peace plan. During the 2015 agreement, a meeting between the rival governments was held 

in Malta, although members from the HoR failed to show up. Later in the year, despite signing a UN 

backed peace deal in Morocco, forming the GNA, the deal was nullified as declared by Haftar. Similarly, 

while the Libyan National Conference seemed ideal to resolve tensions between the Libyan parties, it 

was postponed and was later met with further dissent as the parties were unable to come to an 
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agreement. To hold a successful national conference, Karim Mezran and Federica Saini Fasanotti from 

the Atlantic Council notes that the meeting should have included representatives from Libya’s three main 

regions: Tripolitania, Cyrenaica, and Fezzan. 

Military involvement 

While many countries have agreed that a military solution is infeasible to resolve tensions in 

Libya, many foreign powers have attempted to place their bets on the prolonged war. These countries 

have supplied advanced weaponries and fresh ammunition, which despite violating the UN arms 

embargo, have received little condemnation and action. From the outcome of the war, countries have 

chosen to side with either creating a Gaddafi-like regime but ruled by Haftar, or a new path for the Libyan 

government by allowing the GNA to overrun Haftar’s influence. Ultimately, regardless of what the 

international community may side with, extending the civil war would only cost significantly for the 

country both in terms of the economy and the civilian population. 

The United Nations Support Mission in Libya  (UNSMIL) 

The United Nations Support Mission in Libya is a UN political mission launched by the UN 

Department of Political Affairs (DPPA) after the first Libyan Civil War. According to the UNSC Resolution 

2009, the UNSMIL was established to achieve the following: 

● restore public security and order and promote the rule of law; 

● undertake inclusive political dialogue, promote national reconciliation, and embark upon the 

constitution-making and electoral process; 

● extend state authority, including through strengthening emerging accountable institutions and 

the restoration of public services; 

● promote and protect human rights, particularly for those belonging to vulnerable groups, and 

support transitional justice; 

● take the immediate steps required to initiate economic recovery; and 

● coordinate support that may be requested from other multilateral and bilateral actors as 

appropriate; 

Yet, despite the mission’s responsibility to conduct human rights 

monitoring and support key Libyan institutions, the conflict remains far 

from resolved. With continued military aggression in the region, the 

situation has become too difficult for the UN to impose effective political 

solutions.  

 

    Figure 3: A logo of UNSMIL 

Chair Report | Page 11 of 14 



Taiwan Model United Nations 2020 | XVIII Annual Session 
 

Possible Solutions 

To effectively combat the conflict in Libya, the Security Council and the international community 

must address the issue through measures that consolidate all involved parties in Libya. It is extremely 

important to note that a direct military solution sponsored by the UN will be extremely detrimental 

towards Libya’s economy and the civilian population. Thus, to address this issue, the Security Council 

can take such actions to ameliorate the conflict:  

1. Hold a fair election consisting of all citizens in Libya supervised by the UNSMIL or other relevant 

UN organizations.  

● Pros: If implemented effectively, the election can deter further military conflict between 

the government and uphold democratic values for Libya. Holding an election is also 

aligned with the UNSMIL’s political mission, allowing Libya’s government to transition 

towards a more united government that is elected by the people.  

● Cons: Civilians may be more prone to violence depending on the location of certain 

voting offices, and terrorist groups or Haftar’s army may capitalize on this and threaten the 

GNA to turn over their power. While doing so may lead to long-term peace, it can also be 

extremely risky given the current situation in Libya. Given Haftar’s past action, the 

question remains whether or not he can be trusted as he has not expressed any interest 

in abiding by the UN’s plan of action after initiating a campaign to attack Tripoli during the 

UN’s conference visit.  

2. Further reinforce and strengthen the arms embargo imposed in Libya. The arms embargo was 

first established since February 2011 in Resolution 1970, where all arms supplied to Libya was 

reviewed by the Sanctions Committee. The UN deemed arms transferable in cases where Libya 

(in this case, the UN recognized government) is under “government violence” and would need 

these supplies to protect civilians. On the other hand, countries like Russia, UAE, and Egypt that 

had supplied arms to the LNA have been accused of violating the arms embargo as the HoR is 

not recognized by the UN as Libya’s legitimate government.  

● Pros: Further enforcing the arms embargo can to some extent disarm the proxy war in 

Libya, where countries involved are forced to step back from the situation in Libya. Doing 

so can potentially reduce the military violence between rival factions to uphold peace 

amongst the civilians.  

● Cons: To counteract Haftar’s aggression in Libya, supplying the GNA with more arms 

may potentially escalate the conflict in the region despite the intended objectivity of the 

arms embargo. In addition, more countries may resort to subterfuge to “sneak” weapons 

into Libya.  
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