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Introduction 

 As the misconception of the western world to the Muslim’s Sharia Law, so is the 

misunderstanding of the majority to the LGBTQ+ members. Many people, including Muslims, 

are often associated with Sharia Law with the amputation of limbs, death by stoning, lashes and 

other medieval punishments. However, in the Islamic tradition Sharia is seen as something that 

nurtures humanity. They see the Sharia not in the light of something primitive but as something 

divinely revealed. Why has Sharia become a synonym for cruelty and lack of compassion? The 

main reason is resided in the ignorance of the reality. 

The fight for LGBTQ+ community in the United States has come a long way since the 

Stonewall Uprising of 1969. That night marked the beginning of the gay rights movement in the 

US, a decades-long fight that just a few years ago resulted in the momentous 2015 Supreme 

Court decision legalizing gay marriage nationwide. However, while marriage equality supporters 

spent Pride weekend rejoicing with rainbow-tinted Facebook avatars and joyous tweets 

proclaiming that #LoveWins, the road to full equality remains long, and there are still many 

serious issues facing the LGBTQ+ community. 

Across the country, LGBTQ+ Americans still face legalized discrimination under the law 

when it comes to housing, jobs, parenting, and even prison. LGBTQ+ people across the country 

continue to experience pervasive discrimination that negatively impacts all aspects of their lives. 

In response, LGBTQ+ people make subtle but profound changes to their everyday lives to 

minimize the risk of experiencing discrimination, often hiding their authentic selves. 

Furthermore, to date, neither the federal government nor most states have explicit statutory 

nondiscrimination laws protecting people on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity. 
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Definition of Key Terms 

LGBTQ+ 

LGBTQ+ stands for “lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer”. While these terms 

have increasing resonance, different cultures use different terms to describe people who have 

same-sex relationships or who exhibit non-binary gender identities. 

TRANSGENDER / TRANS 

Sometimes shortened to “trans”, transgender is an umbrella term used to describe a 

wide range of identities whose appearance and characteristics are perceived as gender atypical 

—including transsexual people, people who identify as third gender, and cross-dressers (also 

known as “transvestites”). Trans women identify as women but were classified as males when 

they were born, and vice versa. Some trans people don’t identify with the gender-binary at all. 

Numerous transgender take hormones or seek surgery to bring their body into alignment with 

their gender identity; others do not. 

INTERSEX / SEX CHARACTERISTICS 

Intersex people are born with physical or biological sex characteristics (such as 

chromosomes, gonads, sex hormones, or reproductive organs) that do not fit the typical 

definitions for male or female bodies. These characteristics may be apparent at birth or emerge 

later in life, often at puberty. Intersex people can have any sexual orientation and gender 

identity. 

SEXUAL ORIENTATION 

Sexual orientation, which is part of everyone’s identity, refers to a person’s physical, 

romantic and/or emotional attraction towards other people. For example, Gay men and lesbians 

are attracted to people of the same sex as themselves while heterosexual people are attracted 

to individuals of the opposite sex from themselves. Bisexual (sometimes shortened to “bi”) 

people may be attracted to individuals of the same or opposite sex. The important thing to note 

is that sexual orientation is not related to gender identity and sex characteristics. 

GENDER IDENTITY 

Gender identity is the deeply felt and experienced sense of one's own gender. Gender 

identity typically alignes with the assigned sex at birth but can also differ from it. Everyone has a 

gender identity, which is part of their overall identity. All societies have a set of gender 
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categories that can serve as the basis of the formation of a person's social identity in relation to 

other members of society 

GENDER EXPRESSION 

Gender expression is the way in which we express our gender through appearance and 

actions.  This can include a person's behavior, mannerisms, interests, and appearance that are 

associated with gender in a particular cultural context, specifically with the categories of 

femininity or masculinity. These categories rely on stereotypes about gender for some people. 

For other people it does not: the people whose gender expression does not fit into society’s 

norms and expectations, such as men perceived as ‘feminine’ and women perceived as 

‘masculine’ often face harsh sanctions, including physical, sexual and psychological violence 

and bullying. The important thing to note is that a person’s gender expression is not always 

linked to the person’s gender identity, biological sex, or sexual orientation. 

HOMOPHOBIA 

An irrational fear of, hatred or aversion towards lesbian, gay or bisexual people. This 

internalized stigma arises when a person believes negative stereotypes about themselves, 

regardless of where the stereotypes come from. It can also refer to many stereotypes beyond 

sexuality and gender roles. Internalized homophobia can cause discomfort with and disapproval 

of one's own sexual orientation. 

TRANSPHOBIA 

An irrational fear, hatred or aversion towards transgender people. This can include 

aversion, fear, anger, violence, hatred, or discomfort felt or expressed towards people who do 

not conform to society's gender expectations. 

BIPHOBIA 

An irrational fear, hatred or aversion towards bisexual people.  This can take the form of 

negative stereotypes about people who are bisexual (such as the beliefs that they are 

promiscuous), or denial that bisexuality is a genuine sexual orientation  

ILGA 

International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association. This association 

“supports LGBTI civil society worldwide through advocacy and research projects, and give 

grassroots movements a voice within international organisations.” Since 1978, they have been 
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committed to “equal human rights for rainbow communities and their liberation from all forms of 

discrimination”. 

  

History 
The earliest documented forms of homosexuality date back over thousands of years ago 

to ancient African, Greek, and Egyptian civilizations and have always been prone to heavy 

controversy from even these early societies. General acceptance of homosexuality experienced 

even more of a reduction when modern religion and the Middle Ages, the rise of Christianity in 

the First Century to be specific, came along. It was not until long after the second World War 

that organizations and causes were founded to focus on the plight of the LGBTQ+ community, 

primarily in the western world in the United States of America and Europe. Many developing 

nations, most notably those in the African and Arabian region, still disregard, dismiss, or even 

criminalize and penalize--in some states by capital punishment--homosexual behavior as a 

whole. Today, when compared to nations such as that of Brazil, where even homosexual 

marriages are performed, it is easy to differentiate between and view the vast gap between 

societies accepting of homosexuality and those against. 

The issue of LGBTQ+ rights was first addressed by the UN when the European Union 

backed an issued statement supporting LGBTQ+ rights and presented it to the United Nations 

General Assembly (UN GA) in December 2008. Though the statement was sponsored by a 

majority 96 UN Member States, it prompted a strong largely Arab League-backed statement in 

direct opposition. To this day, neither one of the main stances have been officially adopted by 

the UN GA and are still open for signature. 

Numerous European countries put forward the Brazilian Resolution within the United 

Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) in 2003, calling for the house to view upon lesbian and 

gay rights as fundamental rights of all human beings. Following in the footsteps of some 

European nations, the Organization of American States unanimously approved a declaration to 

extend human rights protection to sexual orientation and gender identity. 

The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) passed its first report on the human 

rights of the LGBTQ+ community in December 2011, describing in detail the dire situation and 

the true plight and suffering of people identifying as part of this community because of 

hate-motivated violence, criminalization, as well as discrimination in health care, education, and 

employment. 
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The application of international human rights law is largely based off of the principles of 

non-discrimination and universality, both of which are entailed in Article 1 of the Universal 

Declaration Human Rights. Thereby, according to the article, all people, including LGBTQ+ 

persons, have the innate right to enjoy all the benefits and protections provided by the law, 

including the rights to life, security of the person and privacy, the right to be free from 

discrimination and the right to freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly. 

(“What are Human Rights.”) 

 

Key Issues 
Under the status quo, a significant amount of people do not recognize and respect 

LGBTQ+ beliefs as legitimate which makes the systemic penalization and persecution against 

the LGBTQ+ community is an extremely urgent issue. Everyone deserves the right to choose 

who they love and how they’d like to identify themselves.  

There are three major problems all members of the LGBTQ+ community face: violence 

and verbal abuse, economic disempowerment, and microaggressions. The first reason that the 

issue of LGBTQ+ rights is a particularly important one is because of the constant violent and 

verbal abuse that members of the LGBTQ+ community face. The LGBTQ+ community is 

mistreated daily through slurs and threats of direct violence. Members of the community live in a 

world of fear, a fear of being persecuted for who you are, which is a world not fit for any human 

to live in; hence, why the United Nations Human Rights Council must intervene. 

The second reason is because of the economic disempowerment many LGBTQ+ 

members face. In universities, schools, the workforce, and much more, LGBTQ+ members are 

systematically kept out of the bastions of opportunity which include education, better jobs, and 

welfare. In schools, teachers and students are also prejudiced against members of the LGBTQ+ 

community. This can be in the form of verbal, physical, cyber bullying and more. In the 

workforce, many employers are reluctant or hesitant to employ members of the LGBTQ+ 

community. These societal dispositions and prejudices further create a life of difficulty for 

LGBTQ+ members: They aren’t able to provide for themselves not to mention improve their 

economic situation.  

The third reason why the UNHRC should intervene in the issue of LGBTQ+ rights is 

because these people face daily microaggressions. While they face significant physical and 

verbal abuse as mentioned before microaggressions focus on the ‘minor’ problems that the 
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LGBTQ+ members face. Examples include parents telling their children to stay away from 

members of the LGBTQ+ community, society avoiding them, or perhaps online posts 

discriminating against them. These acts of microaggressions are hard to eliminate because it’s 

hard to find solid evidence on these actions and they also stem from a systemic problem in 

society: a dangerous perception that members of the LGBTQ+ community are wrong. This 

perception is incredibly dangerous and affects the mental health of many members of the 

LGBTQ+ community which correlates and possibly causes the extremely high suicide rate 

amongst LGBTQ+ members, compared to the rest of society. A core principle of the UNHRC, 

which states that all humans deserve a chance to seek a better life, is clearly not followed 

through because of these key issues. 

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

ILGA 

This world federation of national and local organisations fights for equal rights of the LGBTQ+ 

community worldwide. It also enjoys a consultative status in several UN bodies.  

Luxembourg 

Same-sex sexual activity was decriminalised in 1794. Luxembourg was the first country with an 

openly gay prime minister which showed their strong support in same-sex marriage. 

Additionally, discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and "change of sex" is outlawed.  

Islamic State 

The radical terrorist organization which committed the Orlando shooting. On its territories, 

LGBTQ+ people are persecuted and often brutally killed. This extremist group views 

homosexuality as an act that should be severely punished.  

Yemen, Sudan, Iran, Saudi Arabia  

Nations in which homosexuality is still punished by death penalty. Countries like Brunei recently 

enforced anti LGBTQ+ laws that allow death by stoning as punishment of homosexuality.  

  

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 
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1791 
France becomes the first West European country to decriminalize consensual 

same-sex relationships between adults. 

10 

December 

1948 

The UN General Assembly adopts the Universal Declaration of Human Rights’ which 

states that: “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.” 

1978 The foundation of the International Lesbian, Gay, Trans and Intersex Association  

2000 The Netherlands becomes the first country to legalise same-sex marriage. 

December 

2006 

Discussions regarding LGBTQ+ issues are expanded to include gender identity; 

Norway presents a joint statement on human rights violations based on sexual 

orientation and gender identity 

December 

2008 

Argentina presents join statement on behalf of 66 states, at the UN General Assembly, 

which prompts an opposition statement against LGBTQ+ rights, backed by the Arab 

League and the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation. Neither statement has been 

officially adopted by the General Assembly 

June 2011 

The Human Rights Council adopted resolution 17/19 – the first United Nations 

resolution mentioning the human rights of LGBTQ+ people 

2011 

UNHRC expresses “grave concern” at acts of violence and discrimination based on 

sexual orientation and gender identity. 

26 July 

2013 

UN launches ‘Free & Equal’, a global campaign designed to raise awareness of 

homophobic and transphobic violence and discrimination and to help stop millions of 

LGBTQ+ people  

12 June 

2016 49 LGBTQ+ people are shot to death by an ISIS terrorist in the Orlando shooting 

 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events  
Human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity, 17 June 2011 (A/HRC/RES/17/19) 

Human Rights Council resolution, Human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity 26 

September 2014  (A/HRC/RES/27/32) 
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Protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity 

30 June 2016  (A/HRC/RES/32/2) 

Prohibition of discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, April 2003, (A/HRC/RES/34/3) 

 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 
UN 

The earliest mention of LGBTQ+ rights at the UN was in 1995. Though not much 

happened of it,in 2003, Brazil proposed a resolution to prohibit discrimination on the basis of 

sexual orientation. This was the first official attempt at creating a UN resolution to tackle this 

major issue. However, the Arab league promptly issued a counterstatement in opposition to 

LGBTQ+ rights. Neither of the statements have been officially accepted by the General 

Assembly. 

The first resolution to pass in support of LGBTQ+ rights was voted upon in 2011, led by 

South Africa. The goal of this resolution was to get the High Commissioner for Human Rights to 

draft a report “documenting discriminatory laws and practices and acts of violence against 

individuals based on their sexual orientation and gender identity” (Harley, 2013). 

Scientific Research  

The old concepts and mindsets people have on the LGBTQ community have been the 

root of this issue at hand. People used to be educated that homosexuality is related to traumatic 

childhood experiences, parenting styles, the quality of relationships with parents, masculinity or 

femininity, or whether we are raised by heterosexual or homosexual parents. However, modern 

research shows that although some scientists believe that there are some environmental 

influences that affect sexual orientation, these factors aren’t identified yet. What we definitively 

know is that the biological factors have a large influence on homosexuality. Specific brain 

structures might differ in the size in brains of homosexuals when compared with the same 

structures as heterosexuals. Genetic influence on hormones in the womb will most likely change 

brain structure and influence sexual orientation. This has allowed individuals (especially the 

elder population) to understand these minorities better and to no longer assume that it is 

completely an individuals choice to be homosexual. Building on top of this scientific research, 

the sex spectrumin which individuals lie on a spectrum that ranges from typical male physiology 

to people with typical female physiology has impacted this topic since people all have the sense 
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that the minorities are actually the people on both extremes of the spectrums (typical “male” and 

“female”). 

Social Media 

Based on the fact that social media is the best way to spread awareness and 

information, it’s safe to assume that the rainbow-tinted Facebook avatars and joyous tweets 

proclaiming that #LoveWins had a major impact on people of all ages. When a few people 

started going on social media and posting or sharing their innermost feelings on the systematic 

penalization of LGBTQ+ people, this led to a chain effect of more and more people doing it. This 

led to more people being aware of the issue, which led to more people getting themselves 

involved and caring about the issue, and ultimately led to people trying to create change in our 

society. 

Boycott  

During April, 2019, the Sultan of Brunei, Hassanal Bolkiah, planned to begin enforcing a 

draconian interpretation of Sharia, including the death penalty by stoning for those convicted of 

gay sex or adultery. With the law set to go into effect on April 3, attention turned toward the 

Brunei-owned hotels in America. There are nine hotels in total, in Los Angeles, London, Paris, 

Milan, and Rome. Over the weekend, celebrities including George Clooney, Ellen deGeneres, 

and Elton John, called for a boycott of the properties, which were held by the Brunei Investment 

Agency, a sovereign wealth fund owned by the government. This helped the movement by 

making people associate any anti LGBTQ+ organizations or people with a negative connotation. 

 

Possible Solutions 
Investigation and Reviewing of Laws 

Laws in areas that deeply criminalize the acts of LGBTQ+ people, should be thoroughly 

reviewed. This step is crucial because the law is the structure that should be fair and equal to 

everyone. If people are being criminalized for being a member of the LGBTQ+ community, the 

laws need to be investigated. Furthermore, new objectives should be established in order to 

change and hopefully improve the situation in that area. These new objectives can be about 

how to minimize the physical and verbal abuse that members of the LGBTQ+ community face, 

realistic measures that the UNHRC can take to correct this wrongful perception and stop 

microaggressions, and more. 
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Rehabilitation  

This can be one method that aids the spread of awareness because people who had 

committed crimes will be taught to accept people of different backgrounds. This affects society 

on both an individual and organizational level because individuals will become more aware of 

the issue while organizations will make sure it doesn’t penalize the LGBTQ+ community unfairly. 

Harsh Punishments and consequences 

After assessing the stakeholders at hand, it’s clear that the important step to take would 

be to impose harsh punishments on these people who had committed the wrongful act because 

this almost guarantees they will remember why they were punished. This then leads to a 

deterrence of future occurrences which would ultimately create the mindset that doing 

wrongfully penalizing the LGBTQ+ community will get people harshly punished. 
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